
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

TRIUMPH CLUB OF NORTH FLORIDA 

Volume 30 Issue 5 May & June 2018 

1409 Forest Ave. 

Neptune Beach, Fl.  32266 

 

All opinions expressed in the articles, columns and other material included in the newsletter are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the 

position of the Triumph Club of North Florida, its officers or members.  The Triumph Club of North Florida is not responsible for any technical advice 

which may appear in these pages.  

Notify Norm Reimer of address changes at (904) 246-6044 or email to “suennorm@comcast.net” 

SOMETIMES A CAR JUST HAS TO GET AWAY FROM THE 

FLAT LAND OF FLORIDA 

 

See story about Alex and Penny's trip to participate in the 2018 National Triumph Register of America Meeting - page 4 
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Coming Events 

 

  
 
July 7th - Club Meeting at Kings Head Pub; 1:00 PM ,Saturday 
 
July 23rd - BCC Meeting @ the Mediterrania on Baymeadows Rd at 12 noon 
 
Aug. 5th - Club Meeting at Kings Head Pub; 1:00 PM, Sunday 
 
Sept.2nd - Club meeting at Kings Head Pub; 1:00 PM 
 

Oct. 20th - British Car Classic, Mark XXX - hosted by TCNF 
 
OTHERS:   
 
 FCCC - http://www.carcouncil.org/events/ ; for other local car events 
 

Myrtle Beach Britfest 2018” Car Show, Oct. 6, 2018 

 

Club Officers 

President:   

 Lance Brazil (904) 860-6799 lbrazil@bellsouth.net 

Membership Secretary:  

 Barry Northway (904)-473-5773  trdriver.bn@gmail.com, 

Secretary/Treasurer: 

 Norm Reimer (904) 246-6044 suennorm@comcast.net 

Events Coordinator:   

 Penny Levy, levy.penny@gmail.com 

 Newsletter: 

 Steven Arrington (904) 262-7071 arringtonsp@att.net, 

Board Members at Large: 

 Jerry Popp (904) 287-1891 geraldjpopp@bellsouth.net 

       Walt Lanz (904) 641-4089, C-631-8395; jaxwalt@gmail.com 

 

Member Help Groups 

Wiring Problems 

  

  Charles Fenwick 

Lance Brazil 

  

Polishes, Waxes, Finishes 

Lance Brazil 

 

Vintage Triumph racing 

 Don Marshall 

904-259-9668 

  

If you would like to volunteer 

to help other members with 

problems on their cars, let us 

know and you and be listed 

here. 

 

http://www.carcouncil.org/events/
mailto:lbrazil@bellsouth.net?subject=TCNF
mailto:trdriver.bn@gmail.com
mailto:suennorm@comcast.net?subject=TCNF
levy.penny@gmail.com
mailto:geraldjpopp@bellsouth.net?subject=TCNF
jaxwalt@gmail.com
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  President’s Corner 

 Many of you have asked if we could go back to having monthly meetings at the 

King’s Head Pub. The answer is yes. We will start out on July 7th which is a Saturday. From 

August through December we will meet every first Sunday of the month. Most people said 

that they missed the comradery of like-minded car enthusiasts and a good chance to keep 

up with friends. One more reason is by having a regular notice in the newsletter we might 

just attract a new member or two. 

 On July 7th we will have business to conduct. We need to start making assignments 

for the car show and get ideas from members on how to run the show. Your ideas count. 

We will have help from the other British car clubs and we want to help them learn more 

about how we put on the BCC. We already have a volunteer from the Jaguar club to help 

with vote counting. Janett Thomas has volunteered to work on registration. 

 I have several ideas to help with vote counting. Ann has volunteered the store room 

to count votes so that the process is not hampered by well-wishers and questioners. The air 

conditioning will be on for that day to make everyone comfortable. I would like for voting 

to end at 1:30 p.m. and announcing the winners between 2:00 and 3:00 p.m. 

_____ 

 

Standard's first small "peoples' car was the Model S, which featured 

a tiny side-valve four-cylinder engine. This would be the foundation 

stone for Standard's great expansion in the 1920's. 

See article on page 7 
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In Search of Cool Air - 2018 National TRA Meeting 

by Penny Levy 

On Monday, 18 June 2018, with a full tank of fuel in the Expedition, and the 1966 

TR4A tucked safely inside the enclosed car hauler, Alex and I headed north on I-95 

for Blowing Rock, North Carolina and the National Meet of the Triumph Register of 

America (TRA). This year’s meet, hosted by the Triumph Club of the Carolinas, was 

held at the beautiful, and historic, Chetola Inn. Organization was phenomenal. 

Everything ran as smoothly as a well tuned Triumph. 

 

Speaking of Triumphs, there were over 68 Triumph cars that descended on the 

resort. Most of the cars were TR2s and 3s, in every color and configuration 

imaginable. Many of these cars arrived under their own power; some traveling 

hundreds of miles. Many women I met at the Monday night meet and greet joyfully 

told me of their journeys to the gathering with tarps tucked around them to prevent 

the heavy rain from soaking them. They explained that there was not room in their 

cars to pack side curtains AND luggage. Getting wet in a 50+ year old vehicle was 

just part of the adventure. 

 

While “TRA is a non-profit organization established to aid TR2, 3, 3A, 3B, 4, and 4A 

owners in the preservation, maintenance and enjoyment of their classic sports cars 

and is concerned with establishing local groups of TR2, 3, 3A, 3B, 4, and 4A 

owners”, there were also Spitfires, a Stag, TR6s, and a TR8 amongst the members 

and participants. 

Tuesday morning dawned bright and early (early for Alex and me, at least), with a 

7:30 am breakfast run to the Daniel Boone Inn in neighboring Boone, NC. The 

restaurant, which is only open for breakfast on special occasions, put on a huge 

country breakfast, served family style, just for us. Mounds of eggs, bacon, sausage, 

country ham, pancakes, biscuits, gravy... After waddling out of the restaurant, we 

headed back to the Inn where we departed for a breathtaking drive along the Blue 

Ridge Parkway. What a treat for us flat landers to be able to work through the gears 

while driving up and down mountains on windy roads. And, to do so in a line of 

Triumphs that stretched as far as the eye could see? Brilliant! There was another 

social mixer that evening followed by a short business meeting. 

 

The weather was perfect for the Wednesday morning car show and Concours 

d’Elegance. There were two categories, Premier Class, and Participants’ Choice. 

Cars entered in Premier Class were judged by Concours standards, using a point 

system, with 100 being a perfect score. The majority of cars were entered in the 

Participants’ Choice show, with participants voting on cars in each category. Alex and 

I both saw cars in Participants’ Choice that could easily have been judged in the 

Premier Class. In retrospect, we realized that the owners of those cars had more fun 

than those of us whose cars were judged. One of us had to remain with our car at all 

times in case the judges had a question. 

 



5 
 

 

  

After the show, a Funkhana was held in the parking lot of a local church. Since neither 

Alex nor I wanted to compete, we headed into Blowing Rock with new friends, Craig and 

Janet, in their gorgeous 1957 TR3, painted in a non-standard buttery, Maserati yellow with 

tan leather interior. There’s the true beauty of meets such as this - meeting people who 

share a love of classic Triumphs. We speak the same language. 

 

An auction was held that night. Sponsors, as well as participants, supplied over 100 items 

for auction. Additionally, there were many items up for bid in the silent auction. The two 

auctioneers, members of the Triumph Club of the Carolinas, reminded us of Click and 

Clack, the Tappet Brothers, from NPR’s Car Talk. The men kept the bids going with a 

hilarious banter. Alex’s never-used alternator kit from Triumph Rescue sold for $90. I 

scored a new waterproof, Triumph-marked blanket from Moss Motors for $25. 

 

Another breakfast run Thursday morning. This one was to The Appalachian Ski Resort for 

a full English breakfast. A Poker Run along the Blue Ridge Parkway was held after 

breakfast. Again, we opted out, joining new friends, Craig and Janet, to view the actual 

Blowing Rock, after which the town is named. Our cars turned heads everywhere we went. 

The banquet was Thursday evening. The Inn put on an amazing gourmet spread under a huge 

event tent on the grounds. Awards were announced for winners of the Junkhana, Poker Run, etc. 

The car that traveled the farthest for the meet, by any means, came from Oregon. It was trailered. 

The car that traveled the furthest under its own power, a 1967 TR4A traveled 970 miles on a 

roundabout route from Chicago, Illinois. The brothers who brought the car used a smaller, TR6 

steering wheel for comfort’s sake, reinstalling the TR4 wheel for the car show. 

 

As expected, an immaculately restored TR4 won the Concours in the same class our car was 

entered. It also won best in show. The owner Tanda Macy, is also the owner of Macy’s Garage, 

which specializes in restoration of Triumphs. Our unrestored, but all original, car scored an amazing 

96.9 out of 100 points. That earned us a plaque, and councours gold certificate. Due to its 

originality, it was a judge’s favorite. 

 

Next year’s gathering will be held 20 May 2019 at the Dillard House in Dillard, Georgia. Alex and I 

are going. Join us! 
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What a setting for showing Triumphs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A long Line of TR-3's 
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THE  BOOK OF THE STANDARD MOTOR COMPANY 

by Graham Robson, Veloce Publishing 

Chapter 2: Standard and the Union Flag - Building the Brand 1906-1914 

Dick Maudsley was focused on producing the massive and expensive six-cylinder-engined Standards 

although not all at Standard was in agreement. But Charles Friswell did when he was introduced to 

Maudsley and was able to convince him that he could sale Standards and helped to arrange a 10,000 

pound overdraft to back up his bombast. It was due to this that the new manufacturing premises in  

Bishopsgate Green, Coventry were acquired. They began to produce 3 6-cylinder models which is why 

they dropped models that could have been. One was a air-cooled 6 and other was a small 4 cylinder air-

cooled 10 HP which was shown in the Olympia show of 1906. 

By end of 1906 the company had produced 200 cars, but was not financially stable. John Budge joined the 

company to help design and engineering, but soon was monitoring the accounts and eventually would 

become the general manager and was o n the Board till 1920.   

Late in 1906 saw the arrival of the a "50 HP" behemoth which got 5 full pages in the "Autocar" news. This 

was a 6 with T-head, side valve arrangement with 5.5 in bore and 5 in stoke for a 11,679 cc. Only 6 were 

sold and not exist now. 

 In 1907, Charles Friswell, who had been promoting the sale of cars in London, was made Chairman of the 

Board, but was only paid 5 pounds per year, raised to 50 in 1908. He acquired property at Cash's Lane for 

expansion and this site was maintained until after WW1. Profits that year were 299 pounds and for 1908 

they had1,264 pounds and a new 4-cylinder model that was to sale for 200 pounds. Friswell still wanted 

to build the larger more costly cars which he was to sale to landed gentry and even few Royals, while 

Maudsley wanted to start offer cars to the middle class. Friswell prevailed in 1909 with an order for a 

fleet of 6-cyliners for the Imperial Press Conference, which saw his  annual fee raised to 250 pounds, he 

was knighted, and company profit for 09/10 of 6,915 pounds. 

King George V had succeeded Edward VII by 1911 and as also the Emperor of India, a second coronation , 

Royal Durbar, was held in India. Standard provided 70 vehicles for this including 2 for the king's use and 

lorries for tiger hunts. While great publicity, this must have been very hard on workers as total production 

was less than 500. But although successful, this widened the rift between founder,  Maudsley and Sir 

Friswell and by the end of 1912 Friswell was out, although he did make an effort to take over the 

company. 

1913 saw a major change in strategy, with the introduction of a small low cost 9.5 HP 4-cylinder car that 

would sale for 195 pounds - the Model S. The chassis was 90 in wheelbase and one version was only 126 

In long (size of a 1060's Mini). It was the drive-train that had cost much to develop. It was a 3 speed 

transmission with a single dry plate clutch and a worm drive axle with a very simple L-head side valve 

engine of 1,087 CC. At the beginning of 1914, they were producing 50 cars per week, but that all stopped 

as WW I began with Standard having to produce military vehicles. 

--------- 

https://www.veloce.co.uk/shop/index.php 

https://www.veloce.co.uk/shop/index.php
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Make your classic car’s charging system reliable, part one 

by Rob Siegel , courtesy of Hagerty magazine 

  

In our continuing series of The Big Six things likely to cause a vintage car to die and leave 
you in the lurch (which are, by the way, ignition, fuel delivery, cooling, charging, belts, and 
ball joint issues), it’s time to discuss the charging system. I’ll explain how the system 
works, reveal two crucially important numbers, tell you how to test the charging system’s 
basic health, then offer tips on preparing your car’s charging system for a road trip. 

The charging system consists of the battery and cables, the alternator or generator, and 
either an external or internal voltage regulator. The function of the battery is to spin the 
starter motor to start the engine. Once that’s done, the alternator takes over, satisfying the 
car’s electrical demands and keeping the battery charged. The battery then acts primarily 
as a filter, keeping voltage spikes from damaging the car’s electronics. The voltage 
regulator rapidly switches the alternator in and out of the charging circuit to provide the 
car the correct voltage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The thing most likely to strand you is the alternator not charging the battery, which causes 
the battery to run down. 

A quick primer on important numbers 

Let’s introduce you to the charging system’s two most important numbers. They are 12.6 
volts and 13.5 volts. Here’s why: 

12.6 Volts: You think your car has a 12-volt battery. You’re wrong. It doesn’t. A so-called 
12V battery actually has six individual 2.1-volt cells (one under each fill cap, back when 
batteries had fill caps). Thus, when fully charged, the battery should have a ―resting 
voltage‖ of not 12-volts, but 12.6-volts. With each 0.1-volt drop, the battery loses about 
20% of its ability to output high current on demand, so if it’s reading only 12.0 volts, its 
ability to spin the starter quickly is basically gone. 

 

 

 

 

The back of a 1970s era Bosch alternator with its battery 

(B+) and regulator (D+, D-, and DF) connections. 

https://www.hagerty.com/articles-videos/author/rob-siegel
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13.5 Volts: With the engine running, the alternator should output a ―charging voltage‖ that’s about a 
volt higher than the resting voltage, or about 13.5-volts. The exact charging voltage depends on the car; 
it may be as low as 13.2-volts or as high as 14.2-volts. 

Therefore, if you take a multimeter, set it to measure DC voltage, and measure the voltage across the 
positive and negative battery terminals with the engine off, if the battery is fully charged, it should read a 
resting voltage of 12.6 volts. Then, if you start the car, you should see a charging voltage about a volt 
higher than resting voltage. This is so central that we’ll enshrine it in a little table. 

  Resting Voltage (engine off)  12.6 volts 

 Charging Voltage (engine running)  About 13.5 volts (13.2 to 14.2 volts) 

With this in mind, you now can perform… 

The basic charging system health test: Use a multimeter to measure the resting and charging 
voltages as described above. Then, with the engine running, gradually increase the electrical load by 
turning on the headlights and the blower fan. Then increase the engine RPM to about 3500 as you watch 
the reading on the multimeter. If the voltage stays about a volt higher than resting voltage (e.g., about 
13.5V), then the car’s charging system is functioning. But if the voltage drops (or increases) dramatically 
at any point, there’s a problem in the alternator or the voltage regulator. 

The cool thing is that you don’t actually need a multimeter, or even to open up the hood. Google 

―cigarette lighter voltmeter.‖ You can buy them on Amazon for six bucks. Keep one in the glove box. 

Stick it in your lighter socket when you need to do the test. It doesn’t matter if it’s absolutely accurate. 

What matters is that, when the engine is running, the reading jumps up by about a volt. If it does, the 

alternator is charging. If it doesn’t, your car will die once the voltage drops too low. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What the numbers mean and what to do 

Resting voltage lower than 12.6 means Low or Dead Battery: If, with the engine off, the resting 

voltage is less than 12.6-volts, the battery is low and needs to be recharged. Of course, it begs the 

question of why the battery is low. It could be that the alternator isn’t working (see below), or that the 

battery has reached the end of its useful life (we’ll leave that one for next week’s part two). 

 

Verifying charging voltage – confirmation that the 

alternator is working properly – from the comfort of 

the driver’s seat with a cigarette lighter voltmeter. 
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Charging voltage the same as resting voltage means the alternator isn’t charging: If, with the 
engine running, the reading doesn’t increase by about a volt—if, instead, it stays at the resting voltage—it 
means that the alternator isn’t recharging the battery. This could be because the alternator is bad, the 
regulator is bad, or the wiring between them has failed. In any case, if you drive the car, the battery will run 
down. If the car is a primitive carbureted model, the electrical load on the battery is minimal, and you may 
be able to drive hundreds of miles before the battery runs down enough that the ignition stops firing. Next 
week I’ll touch on charging issues on newer cars. But even on a primitive car, it’s really important that you 
don’t simply jump-start a car with a dead battery without checking that the alternator is charging, because if 
it’s not, the car will simply die a mile down the road, possibly in a much more dangerous location. 

People often say ―but I just installed a new regulator and a rebuilt alternator; they can’t be bad.‖ That’s it. 
Diagnosis is good. Denial isn’t. 

Charging voltage is too high means that the regulator is bad: It’s less common, but you may see 
that the charging voltage is too high, like over 15 volts. This means that the voltage regulator is stuck in the 
closed position. Overcharging can generate hydrogen sulfide gas and cause the battery to explode. If you see 
high charging voltage, smell sulfur, or if the battery case is bulging, STOP! Replace the voltage regulator and 
battery immediately. 
 
What to do before a road trip: 

 1. Perform the Basic Charging System Health Test above. 
 2. Inspect the fan belt which runs the alternator. If you see signs of cracking, replace it. 
 3. Visually inspect the battery. If the case is bulging, replace it. If it’s more than seven years old and you’ll be     

 traveling alone without easy access to a jump, replace it. It’s money well spent. 
 4. Inspect the battery cables. If there is massive corrosion or badly frayed wires, replace them. 
  

 This negative battery cable, miraculously, was still starting my 
    car, though how the starter current flowed through those few wires I'll 
    never know 
 
 
 
 
 

 5. Buy a battery post cleaner and clean the posts and the insides of the cable clamps. 
 6. Inspect the ring terminal on the big ―B+‖ post on the back of the alternator. If the wires leading to it are     

 frayed, crimp on a new terminal. 
 7. If the car has an external regulator, inspect the three wires (D+, D-, and DF) running between it and the 

 alternator, and the terminals at both ends. Be sure the terminals are actually pushing onto the posts 
and aren’t pushing out the back of the connector (very common as the plastic connectors age and crack). 

  
 Fresh battery. Good cables. Passed the Basic Charging System Health Test. No alternator connectors about 

to snap off. You’re good. Go and drive! 

______ 
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JUST FOR FUN: 

The Cynical Philosopher 

 ♦ I read that 4,153,237 people got married last year, not to cause any trouble but shouldn't that be an even 

number? 

 ♦ Today a man knocked on my door and asked for a small donation towards the local swimming pool. I gave him 

a glass of water. 

 ♦ I want to die peacefully in my sleep, like my grandfather. Not screaming and yelling like Grandma did as the 

car went over the edge of the mountain road. 

 ♦ I find it ironic that the colors red, white, and blue stand for freedom until they are flashing behind you. 

 ♦ When wearing a bikini, women reveal 90% of their body... men are so polite they only look at the covered 

parts. 

 ♦ A recent study has found that woman who carry a little extra weight, live longer than the men who mention it. 

 ♦ Relationships are a lot like algebra. Have you ever looked at your X and wondered Y? 

 ♦ You know that tingly little feeling you get when you like someone? That's your common sense leaving your 

body. 

 ♦ Did you know that dolphins are so smart that within a few weeks of captivity, they can train people to stand on 

the very edge of the pool and throw them fish? 

 ♦ My therapist says I have a preoccupation with vengeance. We'll see about that. 

 ♦ I think my neighbor is stalking me as she's been goggling my name on her computer. I saw it through my 

telescope last night. 

 ♦ Money talks ...but all mine ever says is good-bye. 

  ♦ If you think nobody cares whether you're alive, try missing a couple of payments. 

 ♦ I always wondered what the job application is like at Hooters. Do they just give you a bra and say, “Here, fill 

this out?” 

 ♦ My therapist said that my narcissism causes me to misread social situations. I’m pretty sure she was hitting on 

me. 

 ♦ The pharmacist asked me my birth date again today. I’m pretty sure she’s going to get me something. 

♦ Money can’t buy happiness, but it keeps the kids in touch! 

 

 ♦ The reason Mayberry was so peaceful and quiet was because nobody was married. Andy, Aunt Bea, Barney, 

Floyd, Howard, Goober, Gomer, Sam, Earnest T Bass, Helen, Thelma Lou, Clara and, of course, Opie were all 

single. The only married person was Otis, and he stayed drunk. 
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Join the Triumph Club of North Florida 

 If you’re interested in Triumph cars, You should be  a member of TCNF.  The benefits are 

outstanding, a monthly newsletter that is entertaining as well as informative with free ads to members, 

monthly events, rallies, shows, picnics, tours and camaraderie with fellow enthusiasts… 

Membership Application/ Renewal 

—————— (Please Print) —————— 

New _____   Renewal _____   Car Information 

     Year      Model         Comm # 

Name_______________________  1._________________________ 

Spouse______________________  2._________________________ 

Address_____________________  3._________________________ 

____________________________  4._________________________ 

____________________________  5._________________________ 

Home Phone (      ) ____________  

   Please circle interest in: 

Work Phone (      ) ____________  Tech Sessions   

Email Address ________________  Social Events      

  Autocross   

  Tours 

  Fun Rallyes 

  Car Show 

VTR Member? Yes ____ No____  T-S-D Rallyes Races 

TRA Member? Yes ____ No____  Make your $25.00 check payable to: 

  

  

  

Triumph Club of North Florida,  

c/o  Norm Reimer,  

1409 Forest Ave.  

Neptune Beach, Fl. 32266  

  

  

  


